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God Disposes
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In 1793, Louis XVI was killed at the guillotine of his own invention
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A person is often not bred to be an emperor, but born so. Otherwise,
they could have made some other career choices. Song Huizong of the
Song Dynasty is a master of calligraphy, and he created a distinct style
that has been admired by generations to follow. Yet as a king, he led
his country to absolute disaster. Likewise, Li Yu, the last king of the
South Tang Dynasty, is one of the best poets that China ever had. Yet
his best piece is written after he lost his kingdom and was taken cap-
tive. Once again, he was a disaster of a king. Career consultants might
say that being talented as they were, they were way overqualified to
be a king. But what can career planning do anyway when it comes to
our destiny?

A French counterpart to these Chinese emperors is Louis XVI. It is said
that he loved locks more than his throne. Even when he was a king, he
spent much time inventing, making, and collecting all sorts of locks.
Even today some of his exquisite inventions surprise people. When the
French Revolution broke out, he was arrested and imprisoned. Even at
this time, he did not forget about his locks. He kept a safe that he be-
lieved that even the best locksmith cannot open. In this safe, he kept
his confidential documents. Sure enough, one of the locksmiths he
used to employ was sent to open this safe. These documents were
uncovered and became unfavorable evidence against him that eventu-
ally led to his execution. Ironically, he was beheaded on the guillotine
he invented himself. The irony of talent!

The book of Esther tells a similar story. Haman was a very important
person under King Ahasuerus. He was so powerful that other officials
knelt before him when they met—all except Mordecai. Haman there-
fore became quite mad at Mordecai, and he started to plot against him.
He wanted to kill Mordecai as well as all the other Jews. He even had a
gallows made for this purpose. Fortunately Mordecai’s niece, Esther,
was the queen. She discovered the plot and told the king about it. As
punishment, the king hanged Haman on the very gallows he had pre-
pared for Mordecai.

The classic novel “Dream of Red Mansions” describes a very shrewd
woman who met with a tragic end. “Your shrewdness is your undoing,”
thus wrote the author. The same thing probably can also be said about
Louis XVI. And Haman. This is an age when people idolize talents and
strategies. There is nothing wrong with these things in themselves, but
sometimes we have to step back and think: what have our talents and
strategies actually brought us? Are they so important that we need to
worship them? No. We may use our intelligence to find more and more
about the world, but we can never find all the secrets behind our lives.
This is the human condition. Let’s just face it. “There are more things
in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy”
(in Shakespeare’s Hamlet).



